Bay Lake Area History:
Rallroads & Mining on the
Cuyuna Range

This is a story of rallroads, mining, immigration and entrepreneurs . It includes visionar
gutsy men making risky, high stakes investments, boom and bust towns and workers, m.
them i mmi grants, toiling Iin a dirty an
covering only a few of the key characters and events. Ifit sparks an interest, learn wher.
how to buy the Cuyuna Country Historical Preservation Society books by going to the
History Profect page on BayLake.org.

Bay Lake Is only a few miles from the southern edge of the Cuyuna Iron Range.

Duration: About 10 minutes.
Click or scroll to advance the slides.

Credit goes to all of the real historians and authors who have written about our area. See the last sl
for the sources. The accuracy of the det:
Questions or comments : Contact Paul Erickson at ericksonpaulsue@aol.com



Keep These People, Dates &
Facts In Mind
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Rallroad Expansion &
Immigration




Cuyler Adams

In 1870, Cuyler Adams, 18, who came from a & ;j;"""‘ - S VAL
owell to doo family, ";ngmfrj/"_;%;?; 5 fe7 2
trade & trap. While there he learned about SNSRI -~ S,
mining from men seeking iron ore on what later swee
became the Vermillion Range. <

......

When he heard about t H8
he bought large quantities of NP stock which he
later exchanged for 100,000 acres of North
Dakota farmland (that the US Government
had given to the NP as an incentive to build
their transcontinental line). He then moved to
North Dakota where he sold his holdings to
new farmers at a substantial profit.

In 1878, he used some of his fortune to purchase prime timber land south of
Deerwood and to build a home on Reno Lake.



George Crosby

In 1886, George Crosby, 25, went to the
Hibbing area to search for iron ore.

He was highly successful and became

wealthy by selling and leasing his claims to - A
mining companies. v

While on the Mesabi Range, he felt the living condltions of the miners was
deplorable .



Cuyl er 6s D/l s

In 1888, (two years after George Crosby went to look for
ore on the Mesabi Range) while surveying his land SW of g
Deerwood, Cuyl erébés compass { 1R
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|
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what he had learned on the Vermillion Range, he suspected §
that there was iron ore .

He spent the next two years exploring the area , learning 1
about mining and securing the most promising sites. He Fa
concl uded there was a onort A
and a osouth rangeo south o razie
Range, the ore was well below the surface.

In 1901 (after 13 years of secrecy), he told W. C. White, a § "\‘ e

well established and conne 4/‘,._,,%,‘\-}?{7_ AN T
known while in North Dakota) who owned a summer home R&e ’*‘f‘,fﬁ{f , ;
near his home on Reno Lake. White would become his THsd

partner and primary connection to investors.

(Adams wasndét tthe first person to bel i
unsuccessftul attempts were made to find ore deposits between 1862 and 1883.)



Cuy & Una

As he explored the area Cuyler was
consistently accompanied by his St.
Bernard, Una.

Eventually, the area became known as th.
Cuyuna Range.



The ol ron

From1900 to 1910, events unfolded dramatically and rapidly.
Exploration was extensive. Land values rose and fell on rumors
Adams & White formed Oreland Mining Company with plans to
mine southwest of Deerwood and south of Rabbit Lake.

George Crosby came to the area and secured land near Rabbit ¥ -
Lake in 1905. Remembering the deplorable conditions on the
Mesabi Range, Crosby founded the town of Crosby which he

designed to higher standards.

Knowing many of the miners would be immigrant o -
(that had been recruited on the docks in Duluth), - e
Crosby built affordable housing on lots large | A
enough for vegetable gardens. Many of his | | | m\ ﬂ.k

oHoneymoon Rowo houses are slu#*ﬁn?“«n’use

After disappointing results SW of Deerwood, Adams found high quality ore on his
Rabbit Lake site in 1909. Overnight the town of Cuyuna became a boom town and the
new town of Crosby grew (o a population of 3,000 by 1910.



Rallroad .Sece

Recognizing that the mines would need rai
transportation for outbound iron ore and
inbound supplies, Cuyler Adams began

negotiations with the Northern Pacific |}

regarding rates and the 4 miles of connecting

track that would be required between |
Deerwood and the Rabbit Lake site.

The Northern Paci i
what he wanted so he began secret
discussions with Soo Line President, Ed
Penni ngton. Al t hou
have track in the area, they needed a dire
route from North Dakota to Duluth for |
wheat shipments. They soon struck a deal |
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Adams Mine
(Oreland) Legend:

As part of his agreement with the Soo Line, Adams formed the Cuyuna Iron Range
Railroad, and began building track from the Rabbit Lake site toward Aitkin.

Everyone, including the NP, the town of Aitkin and land speculators, thought the new
raflroad would connect with the NP and that Aitkin would be the hub.

But then the Soo Line suddenly announced and built a new northern line down throug/
Mc Gregor. Adambés kept | aying track bey
would become Lawler éée.. and then sol d t



More Mines, More Rallroads

As more mines were opened, more rall connections were needed. Having sold the Cuyt

Iron Range Rallroad to the Soo Line, Adams then formed the Cuyuna Northern Rallroad

fo serve the new locations . This time he connected his rallroad to the NP. In1914, he s
it to the Northern Pacific .



NP/Soo Line Joint Operating
Agreement

In 1925, the Soo Line determined that their ore dock in Duluth needed
extensive repairs and, rather than invest more money, they negotiated a
Joint Operating Agreement that allowed their cars to unload at the NP
ore dock in 1928.

A year later the two raillroads agreed to merge their Cuyuna Range
operations leading to the removal of trackage and depots that were no
longer needed.



Mines & Miners

It Is hard for us to Imagine what the buildings and landscape looked like 100 years ago.
the exception of the Oreland Mine, these pictures were all taken within 2 miles of Crosby
(Note Serpent Lake In the background of the picture of the Portsmouth Open Pit Mine.)



Mines & Miners (Continued)

The Milford and Kennedy mines require special mention:

The Kennedy Mine
near Rabbit Lake (the
original discovery site
of high grade ore and
likely the most
successful of the
sites) was a shaft mine.

In 1924, the
Milford Mine, a
shaft mine (vs.
open pit), flooded

killing 41 miners. But when demand for

ore peaked during
WW?2, the east half
of Rabbit Lake was
dralned and replaced
by an open pit mine.




Mine Locationms—

This aerial picture was taken aiming _—z';
southwest. The Portsmouth open pit
mine (#2 in the picture) was on the
northwestern edge of Crosby and the
Croft shaft mine (not shown) was on the
northern edge of the town.

The Rabbit Lake
sites and the town ")  » .
of Cuyuna are off : e 1. Serpent Lake.

2. Portsmouth Pit Lake

to the /eﬂ Ofthe r CAvuna : Peanington Pit Lake
photo and the 0N = i W T
RiVEftOﬂ and - s : : 6. Huntington Pit Lake

7. Martin Pit Lake.

Thrommald areas SIS0 e ST N\ 8. Black Moo Lake

9. Arco Pit Lake

are below the ‘ 5 B 10. Alstead Pit Lake

3 A : Deervood 210 1 1. Mahnomen Pit Lake
p h 0 t 0 e e i S : ) e 2. Mahnomen Pit Lake #2

3. Mahnomen Pit Lake #3

Just a portion of the 7%, 7 trontonS(] : k2 15 Gity of Crosby
Cuyuna Range. : | " . Rl
The dark blue lakes . ‘ s < B ~

were mines. | -




Construction Challenges




Passenger Service

The trains moved more than ore and supplies. Passenger service began 6 months
prior to the ore shipments.

Immigrants landing in Duluth were recruited on the docks and then transported west
to work in the mines. The train left Duluth at 7:20 AM and arrived in Crosby at
Noon .

By 1912, the trains Included Parlor Cars and passengers from the lron Range could
mak e day trips to Dul uth and Dul ut .
areaséo and passengers from either en

Minneapolls.



Crosby Depot &
Siding

Crosby i/"
Note Old Rail Bed
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L The siding was designed to be
a oYo all owing t
The Crosby Soo Line depot Is located around.
behind Super Value. Itis now a wonderful
museum. The building was 100 years old in
2010.



The NP depot was built in1871. It was located

where the park is today. It was destroyed by fire
In 1915. A brick replacement was built in 1917 e e rWO 0 e p 0 s

and demolished in 1987.

In about 1914, the NP built a line that ran behind & S I dl n 5
the current location of Magnum Machining to

service the Oreland site 4 miles SW of

Deerwoad.

In 1910, the Soo Line built a line SE of Deerwood to
supply coal to the new Cuyuna Power Company. A
depot was built southeast of the current intersection off
highways 6 & 10. It was moved to Riverton in 1922
because the power plant was replaced by dams in »
Sylvan and Pillager, passenger traffic was down due to Soo Line
new roads and lumber was down because the area ha

been logged off.

Deerwood

The Soo Line depot was cut into sections for the move to Riverton.



The Rise & Fall Of An Industry

In1911, the Cuyuna Range
began shipping iron ore.

Within 7 years, the volume
reached 2,588,106 tones.
That 6s approxi mareil y
40,000 carloads shipped
during the 8 months that
the Great Lakes are open
or about 2 trains of 85
cars perday, 7 days a
week. A substantial
logistical and commercial
accompl i shmeini &éE¢&.
time when little else was
going on in this area.
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In 1919, employment peaked
at 2,747 men.



The Rise & Fall Of An Industry
(Continued)

Volume and employment declined
dramatically during the depression and then
ramped up to record levels during World
War 2 when the demand for steel was

exceptionally strong.

After that the Cuyuna Range gradually went
out of business. The last shipment was in
1984.

Mother Nature filled the open pit mines with
water. Today they are lakes and the Cuyuna
Lakes Trail Association has Installed scenic
lookouts and a wonderful network of bike
trails.




Sources

The contents of this presentation
came from an interview with Jim
Nelson, a BaylLaker with a passion
for rallroad history (appropriately
seated in the original Crosby Soo
Line Depot!) and these books.
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See how and where to
buy the Cuyuna
Country books on the
History Project page at
BaylLake.org .




The End



